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I Am
ME. SHE WILL
SEE. TRAFFEDP
INSIPE FOR...
WHAT IS
THATZ

WHAT 1&
THATZ!




AUNT
MONAEZ!

wHY o You

LOOCK LIKE

SO THAT
THING OUT
THERE IS...

T WILL
EXFLAIN LATER.
FOR Noew You
NEED TO FINISH

THE MAZE, T
BROUGHT YoOU
SOME
HELF.

SO CONFUSED,
ANDP SCARED.

KAYLA!

THIZ I MY
SHADPOW FORM.
THE SOURCE OF

OUR POWER.

SORT
OF, T MEAN
YES. BUT ALsoO
DPIFFERENT IN
MANY WAaYS
TOO.

WE ALL
&C THROUGH THE
MAZE OF TRYING TO
FIGURE OUT WHO WE
ARE, KAYLA.

WE HAVE
YOUR BACK! GET
REALY BECAUSE

I HAVE A

FLAN...




WHAT > SIMFLE
& YOLR g REALLY. I

PLANZ - il JUST NEED

HANE | ' TO FIND...

ITS A
BOX, SOMETHING
THAT HAS BEEN IN
MY FAMILY FOR
GENERATIONS. OH
THERE IT I1&! NO,
NEVER MIND,
JUST A SHOE

WHoA!
HEY, WATCH

SORRY ABOUT

THAT.
AH YES,

WE CALL IT
THE SHAPOW BOX.
IT'S AP THAT MY
ANCESTORS USEDR IT
TO COMMLUNICATE
PLURING WAR
TIMES.

WILL SHE
BE ABLE TO
TALK TO Us?

NO, ik/ IF

IS A ONE WaY YOU HAVE
MESSAGE. SOMETHING OF

HERS LET'S

TAKE THIS
INSIDE.




I HOFE
THIZ WILL WORK,
IT'S HER FAVORITE
HAIRCLIFP.

HOW EXACTLY \
ARE WE GOING TO
SEND MESSAGES

WRITE ©CUT THE
MESSAGE
WITH THIS QUILL
AND INK,

THEN
THAT BOX

TAKES IT TCO
: KAYLAZ

WHAT IF SHE
POESN'T GET THE
MESSACGEZIZIZ

IT ALL
STARTS WITH MY GREAT-
GREAT GRANNIE'S sHADOW
BOX.

WE WILL TAKE
TURNS PLACING OUR
MESSAGE IN THE BOX
WITH THE HAIR CLIFP AND
TURN THE LOCK,




TRY THESE
MARBLES.

USE THEM
TO BUST OUT
OF HERE. THEN T
WILL CREATE A
PISTRACTION,

e

NOW TAKE
DOWN THOZE JIb
\  SPKES! L7

( GREAT JOB
KAYLA!

I CAN
DO THIS,
I CAN DO THIS.
I CAN DO...
THIS...I CAN...
I.I..I AM
I
Loet!

NEVER GOING
TO FIND? A LIFE
SAVER IN A
MAZE!

po
YOU REALLY
THINK I CAN
PO THISZ

YOU CAN
PO ANYTHING
YOU PUT YOUR

MIND TO.

NOW RLUN!!
BEFORE
THE TLST

g FATCES,
THANKS, ALNT Aree

MONAE!

WAIT,
WHAT &
THATZ!




cCoOME
HERE LITTLE
THING. I WON'T
HURT YOoU...
wHoA!

YOU CAN DO
THIS., REMEMBER
TO STOFP, TAKE A

BREATH, LISTEN, AND
FOCUS. YOU ARE
S0 STRONG, AND

WE ARE PROUD
OF YOU.

I CAN
FOLLOW THE
SOUND!

(" THANKS MS,
PALMER!

MS. PALMERZ!
IS THAT You?

oKAY,

I CAN PO
THIS. CLOSE
MY EYES, PEEF
BREATH IN,




.. THEN ,
MS. PALMER IM SO

HAFFY HER CET
WAS GONE. ONCE
I HAD THE LIFE MESSAGE THOSE NEGATIVE

SAVER, THE REST FOUND THOUGHTS OUT

WAS EASY! WHAT OF YﬂL}JR
IF T CAN'T HEAD!
FINI&H

THE LAST
RIPPLE I READY
TO 0. AND SFEAKING e
OF GOING I CAN'T
STAY ANY

&
T THINK LONGER. \ \
T CAN... NOW,
| YOU HAVE
A MAZE TO
BEAT.

HOLD
ON TC THAT
SATCHEL TIGHT.
FACE YOUR sHAPOW

SELF. T PELIEVE

IN Youl!
THANK
YOU. FOR
EVERYTHING.

I LoVE
YOU AUNT
MONAE!

L AND 5 THAT
WE ARE ALL SHAPOW
CHEERING FOR | BETTER WATCH
YOLU. B OUT! KAYLA IS
B e READY TO

RUMBLE.




NOCO!
I GOTTA

GOING TO
TAKE YOU

WHAT I
THATZ WHEN You TO STAND
LOOK AT ME YOU ARE UF TO THIS
ALSO LOOKING AT You..
T THINK T FOUND THE
ANSWER TO THE
LAST RIDDLE!




THE MIRRORS,
ARE ALL PIFFERENT.
AM I DIFFERENT
NOW Too.

How Il
YOU FOLLOoW NME..
No! STAY AWAY
FROM ME!

I Am
ME! THIS IS
HOPELESS.. . WHAT
& THATZ ANOCTHER
BUTTERFLYZ

KAYLA, T
PON'T KNOW WHAT

TC SAY. WHATEVER IS
HAPFENING, I KNow You

ARE STRONG. I AM
SO FPROUDP OF YOU.
I LovE Youl.

MOM
IS RIGHT!
I. AN,
STRONG!




PID T
Do ITZ AM T AM
I BACK HOME BACK IN THE
AGAINZ MAZE! HOW DID
YOl GET IN
HERE?Z

Ylolu/ THAT'S IT!
LIKE A<, PALMER
SAYS: SLOW POWN,
FoolUs, AN PUT EACH
FPART BACK TOGETHER
WE AGAIN...
MADE IT HERE...

TOGETHERZ . ANP Mom
SAYS TRUST

IN MYSELF...
STRONGER
TOGETHER!

TOGETHER

&0 READY
IT! T PUT IT
TOGETHER. TO GO

FAMILY SAVES HOME!
You! THAT'S
SO TRUE.
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ANDPRE'?!
WHAT ARE YOoU
POING HEREZ WHAT
AM I DPOING
HEREZ

HEHE,
SILLY KAYLA!
LOOKIT! T HAVE
NEW TOY!

S0 WHERE &
EVERYONEZ

HEY! WAIT!
GET BACK
HERE!

WEEEE!
T CAN FLY!
WoOoSH!




| FaMiLY REALLY DOES SAVE
| You, AND THEY ALwAYS
HAVE YOUR BACK!
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Issue 5 Parent/Caregiver Resources

Kayla feels confused and scared in an unusual situation. To learn how to
raise an emotionally resilient child, see this information from PBS Parents:
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-raise-an-

emotionally-resilient-child

Aunt Monae, Ms. Palmer, and Kayla’s parents help and encourage her when
she needs it most. To learn how to build resilience in kids, see this
information from Understood.org:

https://www.understood. org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/building-on-
strengths/building-resilience-in-

kids? ul=1*1blbea7*domain_userid*YW1wlLXJEdHFycEY4WENFMDdDZ0IwWGFmWXec.

Kayla stays motivated in a stressful situation from the adults in her life. To
learn how to help kids stay motivated, see this information from
Understood.org:

https.//www.understood.org/en/friends-
feelings/managing-feelings/feeling-victimized/the-importance-of-staying-motivated-for-kids-with-
learning-and-thinking-

differences? _ul=1*nhtard*domain_userid*YW1wLXJEdHFycEY4WENFMDdDZ0IwWGFmWXe.

Ms. Palmer helps Kayla remember ways to deal with a stressful situation.
To learn how to help kids with anxiety/stress, see this information from PBS
Parents:

https.//www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/sharpen-

your-childs-stress-relieving-skills

For more information or to stay up to date with Kayla's adventure

Visit www.improvingliteracy.org
or
3y @NCILiteracy
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