
 

 
 

 
                    

            
 

        
          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Learn more

Practice Guide Summaries 

1 

2 

3 

Teach students academic language skills, including the use of 
inferential and narrative language, and vocabulary knowledge. 

1. Engage students in conversations that support the use and comprehension of
inferential language.

2. Explicitly engage students in developing narrative language skills.
3. Teach academic vocabulary in the context of other reading activities.

Develop Awareness of the segments of sounds in speech and 
how they link to letters. 

1. Teach students to recognize and manipulate segments of sound in speech.
2. Teach students letter-sound relations.
3. Use word-building and other activities to link students' knowledge of letter-sound

relationships with phonemic awareness.

Teach students to decode words, analyze word parts, and 
write and recognize words. 

1. Teach students to blend letter sounds and sound-spelling patterns from left to right within
a word to produce a recognizable pronunciation.

2. Instruct students in common sound-spelling patterns.
3. Teach students to recognize common word parts.
4. Have students read words in isolation and in text.
5. Teach regular and irregular high-frequency words so students can recognize them

e�ciently.
6. Introduce non-decodable words that are essential to the meaning of the text as whole

words. 

4
Ensure that each student reads connected text every day to 
support reading accuracy, fluency, and comprehension. 

1. As students read orally, model strategies, scaffold, and provide feedback to support
accurate and e�cient word identi�cation.

2. Teach students to self-monitor their understanding of the text and to self-correct word-
reading errors.

3. Provide opportunities for oral reading practice with feedback to develop �uent and
accurate reading with expression.

This is an abbreviated digest of the Practice Guide cited below. It was created for instructional leaders and supervisors who are responsible for ensuring quality literacy programming 
but not responsible for implementing the evidence-based practices (EBP). The infographic is designed for awareness only. Access the Practice Guide for full understanding and 
implementation of the EBP. 

Adapted from:  Foorman, B., Beyler, N., Borradaile, K., Coyne, M., Denton, C. A., Dimino, J., Furgeson, J., Hayes, L., Henke, J., Justice, L., Keating, B., Lewis, W., Sattar, S., Streke, A., 
Wagner, R., & Wissel, S. (2016). Foundational skills to support reading for understanding in kindergarten through 3rd grade (NCEE 2016-4008). Washington, DC: National Center for 
Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from whatworks.ed.gov

The research reported here is funded by an award to the Lead for Literacy Center from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of 
Special Education Programs (OSEP), Award #: H326L180002. The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
represent views of OSEP or the U.S. Department of Education. 

Understanding Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade  

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=12
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=20
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=28
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=38



