The ABCs of Vocabulary:
5 Building Blocks for m

Success

Vocabulary is more than just
recognizing words; it's about
understanding and using them
correctly. These are the basic
steps to vocabulary success:

Nurture a Love of

Language

A love and appreciation for words can be fostered in and
out of school, such as emphasizing the excitement of
learning new words; having fun with words and language
through idioms, analogies, tongue twisters, rhymes; and
reading a variety of rich literature aloud every day.

The Power of Word Meanings
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love for words by emphasizing the Direct vocabulary instruction
learning of new words; using means providing explicit
elaborate language; and drawing instruction, like identifying and
attention to specific words and learning new words. Indirect
their meanings. instruction includes reading aloud
and reading a variety of texts on
various topics. All children need
both types of instruction.

Start Vocabulary Activities Early

Vocabulary development starts early, before children
learn to read. Young children who hear more words
spoken at home and in their community, and who engage
in more conversations with adults, enter school with
more word knowledge, setting them up for success.
Knowing a word’'s meaning affects comprehension and
word recognition.

For more vocabulary support, visit improvingliteracy.org.
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